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Upgrading to NT Server 4 for your Excalibur BBS




To change your Excalibur BBS to run on NT 4 Server the following steps are suggested:

1. If you are upgrading your existing BBS machine, copy your FULL existing Excalibur directory and any Excalibur related *.ini files and plugin information to another Hard Drive or backup to a CD.

· Take care to note type of Network Adapter and Graphics Card (after SP3) before starting.

· Locate your drivers for your peripherals e.g. network card, Gfx card, sound card etc and if you don’t have NT versions search the internet for them.

· Use TCP/IP as main network protocol and use a static IP address.

· Note the IP addresses assigned for machine, default gateway and DNS

2. Optional Choice - Install NT as a PDC (Primary Domain Controller) or a stand-alone server.


3. Install NT 4 adding all the relevant choices and drivers.


4. Install service packs including Options Pack up to SP 6a  (you can just do Options pack, IE then SP6a)


5. Install Graphics Card drivers after service packs (they wont install on early SP’s)


6. Check your network for Internet access


7. Go to Windows update at Microsoft and install any updates noted  http://windowsupdate.microsoft.com
8. Install Excalibur Full install files using your BBS registration details


9. Copy your existing Data directory over the clean install Data directory, this will keep your users, etc.


10. Copy your existing Screen directory over the clean install


11. Copy your backup Excalibur root files - not the install files -  etc over to the clean install (this will add all the plugin dll’s you have installed in your existing BBS system over the years) also add any sub directories that may be in your existing BBS (there may be additional plugin directories and also your scratch directory structure).


12. Search your existing BBS Windows directory for any relevant *.ini files from registered plugins and copy to the new Winnt directory this will keep most of your plugins registered.


13. Install any plugins that need to be installed on the system e.g. Sir Garlon, some BIT plugs etc. and add registration info.


14. Run Arthur, with your old data copied over, it should pick up your settings, 


15. Check your details in Arthur and modify to suit if necessary.


16. Re-map your drives in Arthur as necessary to suit your file storage.


17. Run a single node logon locally and check your screens, test downloads etc and make sure the BBS is fully functioning as before.


18. That should be it! Have fun!


